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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

A year the evidence became
impossible to ignore

In our eleventh year of supporting people impacted by
Prevent, 2025 was the year its harms became
impossible to ignore.

The Southport tragedy and Lord Anderson KC's review
exposed a Prevent system capable of missing the gravest risks.
The Bingham Commission, the Home Affairs Committee and a
deepening crisis around the referral of autistic and very young
children exposed a Prevent system that, at the very same time,
harms people who pose no risk at all. 2025 was the year it
became impossible to deny: Prevent is failing on both ends of
the same broken logic.

We met these moments with evidence. Our submissions to the
United Nations helped shape a Special Rapporteur's report on
children's right to a safe education. Our casework and legal
challenges grew. And our analysis — on the Home Office's own
statistics, on Prevent in Scotland, and on the autism crisis —
reframed the debate in the press and in Parliament.

Through it all we stayed true to our purpose: standing with the
people facing Prevent, informing them of their rights, and
reminding them they are not alone.

As we mark eleven years of our free helpline, thank you for
your continued support.

Dr Layla Aitlhadj
Director, Prevent Watch

Dr Layla Aitlhadj, Director
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01 2 0 2 5  I N  R E V I E W

Shaping the official reviews of
Prevent

LORD ANDERSON KC

A  F I R S T  F O R  P R E V E N T

The first Independent Prevent
Commissioner
Since the People's Review of Prevent in 2022, we have called for an independent
reviewer with the standing to hold Prevent to account — the kind of oversight that
already exists for the rest of the counter-terrorism strategy, but not for Prevent. In
2025, with Lord Anderson KC appointed interim Commissioner and a competition
opening for a permanent appointment, we engaged directly with him to raise our
concerns from our clients' experiences and to discuss what the role must do to
address Prevent's harms. We support the role in principle, but its worth will depend
entirely on its independence, transparency and remit — and on whether it
becomes a genuine step towards real accountability.

W H E R E  W E  G A V E  E V I D E N C E  I N  2 0 2 5

HOME AFFAIRS SELECT COMMITTEE

Combatting New Forms of Extremism

We submitted written evidence showing how
flawed the basis of the inquiry's framed questions
was in the first place — you cannot reliably
measure “extremism” with a tool as biased as
Prevent.

LORD ANDERSON'S REVIEW

Lessons for Prevent (July 2025)

We engaged the Independent Prevent
Commissioner via the Prevent coalition, raising
our concerns about Prevent and the implications
of the reviews commissioned post Southport.

INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION ON
COUNTER-TERRORISM
LAW, POLICY &
PRACTICE

We submitted over 6 hours
of oral evidence to the
Bingham Commission.

We welcomed its
conclusions as a step
towards reducing Prevent's
harms to young people in
education.

UNITED NATIONS

Our submission shaped
recommendations on
Prevent in the UN report
on children's right to a safe
education.

We submitted evidence on
Prevent's human-rights
harms to the UN Special
Rapporteur on counter-
terrorism, Prof Ben Saul.

We continued monitoring
the UK's response to the
2024 UN CERD call to
suspend Prevent.
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02 O U R  S E R V I C E S

Casework & legal
challenges

Our free, confidential helpline is the heart of Prevent Watch. In 2025 we supported more
people than ever — with a marked rise in autism, children's-rights, employment and data-
erasure cases.

WHAT PEOPLE BRING TO US HOW WE HELP WHERE IT LEADS — LEGAL
ACTION

“To speak to someone who knows how Prevent works, and what you can do, lifted
clouds of despair.”
— A PREVENT WATCH CLIENT

800+
cases supported since 2014 — the
UK's largest archive of Prevent
cases

10
active strategic legal cases —
autism, free speech, data and
employment

11
years of a free, confidential helpline
for people facing Prevent

T H E  L O N G  R O A D  T O  J U S T I C E

For most clients, clearing their name means a long, opaque process: a Subject Access Request, challenging
the referral, declining or disengaging from Channel, and finally fighting to have the data Prevent holds
erased — often over many months, with little transparency from the authorities involved.

School comments, essays
and drawings treated as
“red flags”

Social-media posts and
Palestine solidarity

Religious practice and
belief

Autism, SEN and mental-
health needs misread as
“risk”

Malicious or low-
threshold referrals

Free information and
guidance on Prevent and
Channel

Help to exercise rights —
Subject Access Requests
and data erasure

Support to decline or
disengage from Channel

Referrals to specialist
lawyers, media and
researchers

Reassurance that no one
faces Prevent alone

Employment: a midwife's
claim against an NHS trust
over Palestine posts

Free speech: the Barclay
Primary Palestine cases
(Leigh Day)

Disability: autism
discrimination claims
(Hodge Jones & Allen)

Data: strategic data-
protection cases
(Deighton Pierce Glynn /
Open Rights Group)
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03 A  F L A G S H I P  I S S U E

Autism &
neurodiversity

One of Prevent's clearest harms is the way autistic and neurodivergent children are
wrongly cast as an extremism threat. It is an issue we helped bring to national attention —
and one we keep fighting.

F I N A N C I A L  T I M E S  ·
2 0 2 4

The investigation that broke
the story

Weaponised autism and the
extremist threat facing
children
Helen Warrell's investigation drew on the
experiences of families we support —
including “Josh”, referred over a school
essay.

1 in 4
Channel cases
involve autism or
suspected autism
— Home Office
analysis seen by
the FT, 2024.

T H E  H A R M  —  A N D  O U R  R E S P O N S E

OVER-REPRESENTED

People with autism make up
around 13% of counter-terror
casework — against a 1% share
of the population (Financial
Times, 2024).

A BROKEN SYSTEM

The National Autistic Society
told the FT the support system
for autistic children is “broken”.
With under-18s waiting over
two years for a diagnosis, too
many reach crisis without help.

WHAT WE'RE CALLING FOR

Prevent does not work. We call
for it to be abolished — and the
autism community is only the
latest to be disproportionately
harmed by it. Until then, we
stand with families, act as
expert witnesses, and demand
support, not surveillance.

“Oh, we don’t think he’s a terrorist or anything.” — A deputy head, after referring an autistic 13-year-old to

Prevent. Financial Times, 2024.

2024
Financial Times Magazine
investigation, built on our casework.

2025
Our most-read analysis — and we
back Chris Packham's campaign.

Ongoing
We keep supporting families and
pressing for change.

2 0 2 5  ·  C A M P A I G N

Backing Chris Packham
With Rights and Security International, against Ofsted
guidance linking autism to extremism.
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04 R E S E A R C H  ·  G L O B A L  C V E

Mapping the CVE
landscape

Prevent isn't unique to the UK. Around the world, governments run similar programmes
under the banner of “Countering Violent Extremism” (CVE) — sold as a way to stop
terrorism before it happens, but which in practice profiles innocent people and erodes
basic rights. In 2025 we began mapping how CVE works globally, and the harm it causes.

W H A T  I S  C V E ?

N O  S H A R E D  D E F I N I T I O N  —  A N D  T H A T ' S  T H E  D A N G E R

With no agreed meaning of “extremism” and little accountability, governments can:

We aim to build global connections to monitor CVE's impact, hold it to human-rights
standards, and share what works in challenging it.

A central hub and resource for organisations challenging CVE worldwide:  preventwatch.org/
global-cve-2

Since 2016 the UN has urged every country to adopt a
national CVE plan — despite there being no agreed
definition of “extremism”.

It is sold as a “soft”, preventative measure that enlists the 
whole of society — teachers, doctors and other public
workers.

The UK's Prevent is treated as the global blueprint — so
its flaws have been exported worldwide.

define “extremism” to suit themselves

target the communities they choose to see as a
“threat”

use CVE to silence legitimate dissent

cast the net wide with vague, catch-all phrases

invoke “security” to override human rights

sustain a CVE industry tied to UK Prevent and
its think tanks
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05 O U T R E A C H  ·  E V E N T S

A decade on from Trojan
Horse

The Trojan Horse affair embedded Prevent in law under the guise of safeguarding.
More than a decade on, we returned to where Prevent was implanted in education.

On 19 June 2025, Prevent Watch supported
an open symposium at the University of
Birmingham reflecting on the long-term
impact of the affair on education and on
Muslim participation in public life.

The fabricated "Trojan Horse" letter of 2014
triggered the statutory Prevent duty in
schools. The symposium brought together
academics, teachers, lawyers and affected
families to examine what a decade of
suspicion has meant — and what must
change.

10+
years on, the same false narrative still shapes how Muslim
communities are policed

A hoax shaped a decade of policy. Understanding it is essential to dismantling 
the Prevent duty in education, which compels teachers to report children to
counter-terrorism on the basis of statements and perceived beliefs.

Supported by op-eds and a series of video
testimonies released across the year.

Reaffirmed Prevent Watch's founding
connection to the events of 2014.

P R E V E N T  W A T C H    ·    A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5    ·    0 7



Our flagship supporter event was held at Friends House, London, on 18 November 2025 —
an evening of talks, a guest video montage on Prevent Watch's work, networking and
fundraising.

Supporters, clients, partners and friends gathered to mark a year of casework, advocacy and coalition-building.

S P E A K E R S

Layla Aitlhadj John Holmwood Mohammad Khan

A N N U A L  E V E N T  ·  1 8  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 5

An evening with our
supporters
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06 O U T R E A C H  ·  E N G A G E M E N T

Events &
engagements

Across 2025 we showed up wherever Prevent was being discussed — in Parliament and
universities, community halls and coalitions, training rooms and roundtables.

J A N U A R Y

TRAINING Building Trauma-Informed Skills training (RSI)

TALK Rethinking Security — committee update on
Prevent & CVE

F E B R U A R Y

REPORT Automated Racism: predictive policing 
(Amnesty)

REPORT LAUNCH Predictive policing — parliamentary
launch (Amnesty)

M A R C H

TALK Cambridge Amnesty International Society

EVENT EDI event, safeguarding partnership (Richmond &
Wandsworth)

RESEARCH FOI research project on Prevent (Lancaster
University)

A P R I L

ENGAGEMENT Meeting with Lord Anderson, Interim
Commissioner (RSI)

ROUNDTABLE Independent Commission on CT Law,
Policy & Practice

ROUNDTABLE Islamophobia roundtable (hosted at Muslim
Aid)

M A Y

ROUNDTABLE Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill (with
Reclaim Rights for Children)

J U N E

WORKSHOP Prevent session / Westminster Hall Debate
briefing (RSI)

UNIVERSITY Trojan Horse Affair symposium (Univ. of
Birmingham)

J U L Y

FORUM Prevent Watch legal forum

ROUNDTABLE Children's Rights & Strategic Litigation 
(Garden Court Chambers)

O C T O B E R

EVENT Protecting Children's Rights in Prevent

WEBINAR Prevent in Education (Prevent Watch)

N O V E M B E R

EVENT “Flip the Script” Islamophobia Awareness Month
launch, Bradford (REN / CfM / MEND)

GUEST LECTURE “Security, Terrorism, War” (Liverpool John
Moores)

TALK Islamophobia in Education (NEU)

KEYNOTE Keynote — Against the Prevent duty (Amnesty
Manchester)
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07 C O M M S  ·  D I G I T A L

Our voice online: reach &
engagement

Our website and channels do two things at once: they help people facing Prevent to know
their rights, and they help hold state power to account. They are the front door to our
free help — and how thousands more find the evidence and follow our work.

O U R  F O O T P R I N T  I N  2 0 2 5

7.4K
visits from Google search

4.2K
X followers

2.4K
Instagram followers

1.1K
Facebook followers

A combined following of around 7,700 across X, Instagram and Facebook. On the website, 357K Google-search impressions brought 7.4K
visits (59% engagement); our content was viewed 34K times with 795 interactions. Sources: Google Analytics & Meta Business Suite, 2025
(Jan–Dec).

WHERE WE PUBLISH WHAT WE PRODUCED IN 2025

T H R E E  S T O R I E S  T H A T  R E S O N A T E D  I N  2 0 2 5

MOST READ

Autism, Ofsted & the harms
of Prevent

Our most-read content of 2025
— how autistic children are
wrongly cast as an extremism
threat, with Chris Packham and
RSI.

EXPERT VIEW

Babies lost in a flood of
Home Office statistics

Our reading of the latest referral
figures — including babies
referred — picked up nationally.

EXPERT VIEW

Prevent in Scotland — and
who is standing against it

How the duty plays out north of
the border, and the movement
resisting it.

preventwatch.org — cases, expert views,
reports and resources

Newsletter — regular updates to our
subscriber list

Instagram, Facebook, X & LinkedIn — tiles,
threads and campaigns

YouTube — case-story videos and event
recordings

Podcasts & webinars — longer-form
conversations

Blogs and expert views — on the HO
statistics, Prevent in Scotland, pre-crime,
Channel and the CVE landscape

Social tiles, carousels and reels, including
client case stories

Short case-study videos and reels

Plain-language summaries of our UN
submissions

A Ramadan fundraising and awareness
campaign
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W I T H  T H A N K S

Who we worked with in 2025

Our work in 2025 was made possible alongside 21 funders, legal partners, coalition
members and collaborators, including:

Amnesty International UK

Baring Foundation

Bindmans

Deighton Pierce Glynn

European Legal Support Centre (ELSC)

Greater Manchester Law Centre

Hodge Jones & Allen

Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust

Leigh Day

Liberty

Maslaha 

Medact

M Legal

Open Rights Group

Race Equality Network

Reclaim Rights for Children

Rethinking Security

Rights and Security International

Runnymede Trust

Tudor Trust

Warwick University 

Thank
you

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone named here, to the many
partners and supporters we could not list, and to the friends and
family who make this work possible. Above all, we thank our
clients — the people we continue to support, and in whose service

we remain.
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If you are facing Prevent, you are not alone.
Our helpline is free, confidential, and here
to help.

H E L P L I N E 0333 344 3396

E M A I L contact@preventwatch.org

W E B www.preventwatch.org

© 2026 Prevent Watch. 
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